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Eight German-speaking subjects: mean age: 60 (45-73); years of education: 12 (10-13), six males and two females, onset of aphasia: mean: 14 years, affected by vascular infarcts of the left perisylvian region. The subjects demonstrated symptoms of moderate agrammatism. 




The effects of interactivity and modality on language production were determined using a crossed experimental research design with four tasks (Face-to-Face, oral radio-report; Computer-Talk; written newspaper-report). 




An ANOVA for repeated measures was performed on MLU and mean percentage of different syntactic and lexical parameters as well as repair behaviour with interactivity (interactive versus monoactive), modality (oral versus computer-based written) and group (agrammatics versus normal controls) as factors.






Overall, the results of the study support the hypothesis that the computation and, particularly, the style of utterances in agrammatics as well as normal speakers/writers critically depend on the interactivity with the interlocutor and on the properties of the oral versus written modality (e.g. visibility, audibility, simultaneity, sequentiality, reversibility, co presence of the partner).
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